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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 

WORKS 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, August 4, 2009, 
at 10 a.m., in room 406 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2009, at 10 a.m., in room 215 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Climate 
Change Legislation: Allowance and 
Revenue Distribution.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, August 4, 2009. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, August 4, 2009, at 2:15 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Tuesday, Au-
gust 4, 2009. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet, during the 
session of the Senate, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting Patients 
from Defective Medical Devices’’ on 
Tuesday, August 4, 2009. The hearing 
will commence at 2:30 p.m., in room 430 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate, on 
August 4, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD– 
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Performance Rights Act and Parity 
among the Music Delivery Platforms.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ADHOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON DISASTER RECOVERY 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Ad Hoc Sub-
committee on Disaster Recovery of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, August 4, 2009, at 10:30 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Focusing on Children in Disasters: 
Evacuation Planning and Mental 
Health Recovery.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Liz Dunn and 
Erik Peterson of my staff be granted 
floor privileges for the duration of to-
day’s session. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Mike 
Gerhardt, a consultant on Senator 
LEAHY’s Judiciary Committee staff, be 
granted the privilege of the floor dur-
ing the floor debate of Sonia 
Sotomayor to be Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Chan Park, a 
detailee on Senator LEAHY’s Judiciary 
Committee staff, be granted the privi-
lege of the floor for the remainder of 
the 111th Congress. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that Becky Moylan and Maeshal 
Abid of my staff be granted the privi-
leges of the floor for the duration of to-
day’s session. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Christa 
McDermott, Ashley McCabe, and Joia 
Starks, legislative fellows in my office, 
be granted the privilege of the floor for 
the remainder of the debate on the con-
firmation of Judge Sonia Sotomayor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE— 
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR NO. 309 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at 10 a.m., 
Wednesday, August 5, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of Calendar No. 309, with 
the debate time until 2 p.m. divided in 
1-hour alternating blocks of time, with 
the majority controlling the first hour; 
further, that the time from 2 to 3 p.m. 
be equally divided and controlled, with 
the majority controlling the first 30 
minutes and the Republicans control-

ling the final 30 minutes; that at 3 
p.m., the Senate stand in recess until 5 
p.m.; that upon reconvening at 5 p.m., 
the Senate resume for 1-hour alter-
nating blocks of time, with the Repub-
licans controlling the first hour. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 316, 317, 318, 320, 
321, 322, 323, 324, 325, 326, 327, and 328; 
that the nominations be confirmed en 
bloc, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table en bloc; that no fur-
ther motions be in order; and that any 
statements relating thereto be printed 
in the RECORD; that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action, and the Senate then resume 
legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Patricia A. Butenis, of Virginia, A Career 

Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, and to serve 
concurrently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Maldives. 

Charles Aaron Ray, of Maryland, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
Zimbabwe. 

Gayleatha Beatrice Brown, of New Jersey, 
a Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv-
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to Burkina 
Faso. 

Pamela Jo Howell Slutz, of Texas, A Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Burundi. 

Patricia Newton Moller, of Arkansas, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the Republic 
of Guinea. 

Jerry P. Lanier, of North Carolina, A ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Republic of 
Uganda. 

Alfonso E. Lenhardt, of New York, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the United Republic of Tanzania. 

Samuel Louis Kaplan, of Minnesota, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Morocco. 

James B. Smith, of New Hampshire, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Miguel Humberto Diaz of Minnesota, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Holy See. 
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Fay Hartog-Levin, or Illinois, to be Ambas-

sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the King-
dom of the Netherlands. 

Stephen J. Rapp, of Iowa, to be Ambas-
sador at Large for War Crimes Issues. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

MILITARY SPOUSES RESIDENCY 
RELIEF ACT 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 108, S. 475. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 475) to amend the Servicemem-

bers Civil Relief Act to guarantee the equity 
of spouses of military personnel with regard 
to matters of residency, and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time and passed; that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate; and that any statements re-
lated thereto be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 475) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time and passed, as follows: 

S. 475 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military 
Spouses Residency Relief Act’’. 
SEC. 2. GUARANTEE OF RESIDENCY FOR 

SPOUSES OF MILITARY PERSONNEL 
FOR VOTING PURPOSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 705 of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 595) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘For’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—For’’; 
(2) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(b) SPOUSES.—For the purposes of voting 

for any Federal office (as defined in section 
301 of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971 (2 U.S.C. 431)) or a State or local office, 
a person who is absent from a State because 
the person is accompanying the person’s 
spouse who is absent from that same State 
in compliance with military or naval orders 
shall not, solely by reason of that absence— 

‘‘(1) be deemed to have lost a residence or 
domicile in that State, without regard to 
whether or not the person intends to return 
to that State; 

‘‘(2) be deemed to have acquired a resi-
dence or domicile in any other State; or 

‘‘(3) be deemed to have become a resident 
in or a resident of any other State.’’; and 

(3) in the section heading, by inserting 
‘‘AND SPOUSES OF MILITARY PERSONNEL’’ be-
fore the period at the end. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of such Act (50 U.S.C. 

App. 501) is amended by striking the item re-
lating to section 705 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item: 

‘‘Sec. 705. Guarantee of residency for mili-
tary personnel and spouses of 
military personnel.’’. 

(c) APPLICATION.—Subsection (b) of section 
705 of such Act (50 U.S.C. App. 595), as added 
by subsection (a) of this section, shall apply 
with respect to absences from States de-
scribed in such subsection (b) on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, regardless 
of the date of the military or naval order 
concerned. 

SEC. 3. DETERMINATION FOR TAX PURPOSES OF 
RESIDENCE OF SPOUSES OF MILI-
TARY PERSONNEL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 511 of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 571) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘A servicemember’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A servicemember’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) SPOUSES.—A spouse of a servicemem-

ber shall neither lose nor acquire a residence 
or domicile for purposes of taxation with re-
spect to the person, personal property, or in-
come of the spouse by reason of being absent 
or present in any tax jurisdiction of the 
United States solely to be with the service-
member in compliance with the 
servicemember’s military orders if the resi-
dence or domicile, as the case may be, is the 
same for the servicemember and the 
spouse.’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), (e), 
and (f) as subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g), re-
spectively; 

(3) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(c) INCOME OF A MILITARY SPOUSE.—In-
come for services performed by the spouse of 
a servicemember shall not be deemed to be 
income for services performed or from 
sources within a tax jurisdiction of the 
United States if the spouse is not a resident 
or domiciliary of the jurisdiction in which 
the income is earned because the spouse is in 
the jurisdiction solely to be with the service-
member serving in compliance with military 
orders.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (d), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or the 
spouse of a servicemember’’ after ‘‘The per-
sonal property of a servicemember’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or the 
spouse’s’’ after ‘‘servicemember’s’’. 

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsections (a)(2) and (c) 
of section 511 of such Act (50 U.S.C. App. 571), 
as added by subsection (a) of this section, 
and the amendments made to such section 
511 by subsection (a)(4) of this section, shall 
apply with respect to any return of State or 
local income tax filed for any taxable year 
beginning with the taxable year that in-
cludes the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 4. SUSPENSION OF LAND RIGHTS RESI-
DENCY REQUIREMENT FOR 
SPOUSES OF MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 508 of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 568) is amended in subsection (b) by in-
serting ‘‘or the spouse of such servicemem-
ber’’ after ‘‘a servicemember in military 
service’’. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendment made by 
subsection (a) shall apply with respect to 
servicemembers in military service (as de-
fined in section 101 of such Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 511)) on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

RECOGNIZING THE NONCOMMIS-
SIONED OFFICERS OF THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Service be discharged 
from further consideration of H. J. Res. 
44, and that the Senate proceed to its 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 44) to recog-

nize the service, sacrifice, honor and profes-
sionalism of the Noncommissioned Officers 
of the United States Army. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the joint reso-
lution be read the third time and 
passed; that the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table; that the pre-
amble be agreed to; further, that any 
statements relating thereto be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 44) 
was ordered to a third reading, was 
read the third time and passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

f 

NATIONAL PURPLE HEART 
RECOGNITION DAY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 239, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 239) supporting the 

goals and ideals of ‘‘National Purple Heart 
Recognition Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to thank two of my colleagues, Sen-
ators LINCOLN and CRAPO for intro-
ducing the Senate resolution desig-
nating August 7, 2009, as National Pur-
ple Heart Recognition Day. 

I am proud to support the commemo-
ration of our Nation’s Purple Heart re-
cipients by granting them and their 
families a much deserved day of rec-
ognition. More than one and a half mil-
lion Americans have earned the Purple 
Heart Medal, and this is just one more 
way we can honor their service. 

The Purple Heart Medal is awarded 
in the name of the President, and it 
designates those servicemembers who 
have been wounded in the service of 
our Nation during combat or an act of 
terrorism. Many recipients have paid 
the ultimate sacrifice, and it is a sym-
bol of true selflessness. The brave men 
and women of the U.S. Armed Forces 
today volunteer knowing full well the 
hazards of their chosen profession. On 
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